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walk notes 
Twickenham to Brentford via Isleworth
This is a peaceful and varied walk along the 
river on the less crowded side, plus a park 
walk and two old centres. We start the walk 
with a choice to follow the Embankment or 
take the attractive Church Street.
1.St Mary s Twickenham
The first record of a Vicar of Twickenham was 
in the early thirteenth century, although the 
original church pre-dates this. All that remains 
of the medieval church is the tower, 
constructed of Kentish Rag. Following the 
collapse of the main building in 1713, Sir 
Godfrey Kneller of Whitton initiated the red 
brick nave and interior to the plans of John 
James of Greenwich - a classic example of 
the architecture of the period, paid for by 
subscription.The vestry was enlarged in 1975, 
in the same style as the nave. Alexander 
Pope is buried in the nave. His grotto is 
occasionally open but not on our route.
2.York House
This walk includes an exploration of York 
House grounds, including a balustraded 
riverside stretch, ornate fountains and a cast 
iron urinal! The Twickenham building did not 
take its name from being a residence of a 
Duke of York. The central portion of York 
House dates to the 1630s and derives its 
name from the Yorke family, owners of 
farming land in the area in 1446. It was built 
for Andrew Pitcarne, a courtier of King 
Charles I. When he died it was sold to Edward 
Montagu, 2nd Earl of Manchester and then re-
sold in 1661 to Henry Hyde, the son of 
Edward Hyde, 1st Earl of Clarendon, the Lord 
Chancellor. In 1864 the property was acquired 
by the Orleans Pretender, Philippe, Comte de 
Paris. He returned to France following the 
defeat of Napoleon III in the Franco-Prussian 
War but from 1896 to 1906 the then Orleanist 
pretender Philippe, Duc d'Orléans reacquired 
the house he'd been born in. York House was 
acquired by Twickenham Urban District 
Council in 1924 and after major alterations 
became the council's offices.
3.White Swan
The original deeds to the pub date the pub 
right back to 1640, making it the oldest 
surviving pub in Twickenham. A delightful spot 
with a garden by the Thames, across the 
road.
4.Orleans House
Orleans House was built in 1710 on land 
owned by Yorke Farm, by John James for the 
politician and diplomat James Johnston. Henri 

Duc d Aumale purchased and renamed it in 
1852. It was also home to his children the 
Prince de Condé and the Duc de Guise. After 
the deaths of the Cunards, who had owned 
the estate since 1882, Orleans House was 
purchased by a firm of ballast and gravel 
merchants.The main house and link buildings 
were demolished. Thanks to the timely 
intervention of Mrs Nellie Ionides
(1883-1962), who occupied Riverside House 
next door, the Octagon Room and some other 
buildings were saved. She hosted sparkling 
Edwardian-style dinner parties there on 
special occasions, bringing all the food from 
Riverside House.
When Nellie Ionides died she bequeathed the 
buildings and site, and a collection of some 
450 portraits and local topographical views to 
the Borough of Twickenham. Over the next 
ten years, the buildings adjoining the Octagon 
Room were transformed to create a 
contemporary gallery space. Opened in 1972 
it has staged, on average, six exhibitions per 
year.
5.Marble Hill House
Marble Hill House was built between 1724 
and 1729 for Henrietta Howard, mistress of 
George II and later Countess of Suffolk. Her 
friend Henry Herbert, 9th Earl of Pembroke 
and his protégé Roger Morris were the 
architect and builder respectively. The house 
is a very fine, very early example of the 
Palladian style of architecture. See 
http://www.marblehillsociety.org.uk/pages/200
9/05/history-of-house.shtml
6. Richmond Bridge
The bridge was first opened in 1777 to 
replace a ferry.  90 Commissioners were 
nominated to be responsible for building and 
maintaining a bridge, using Portland stone, 
architect James Paine. Funds were raised 
through a tontine, which lasted until 1859. The 
bridge was widened last century.
From the early 1830's the land in Twickenham 
Park, adjacent to Richmond Road and near 
the bridge, was sold for development. A series 
of villas were built, the first of which was Caen 
Lodge, now known as Willoughby House.
7. Richmond Lock
 PLA owns and operates Richmond Lock and 
Weir, which is also the base for the Upper 
River Harbour Service patrols between 
Putney and Teddington Lock. The weir 
comprises three vertical steel sluice gates 
suspended from a footbridge. Each gate 
weighs 32.6 tonnes and is 20 metres wide 
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